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CHAPTER 9
CHILD SUPPORT GUIDELINES

Rule 9.1 Guidelines adopted. The supreme court has undertaken to prescribe uniform child support
guidelines and criteria pursuant to the federal Family Support Act of 1988, Pub. L. No. 100-485 and
IowaCode section 598.21B. The child support guidelines contained in this chapter are hereby adopted,
effective January 1, 2022. The guidelines apply to cases pending January 1, 2022, and thereafter.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; September 23, 2004, effective November 1,
2004; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May 9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013; July 20, 2017, effective
January 1, 2018; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022]

Rule 9.2 Applicability. These guidelines are established for use by the courts of this state in
determining the amount of child support. The guidelines are applicable to modification of child
support orders as provided in Iowa Code section 598.21C(2).
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009]

Rule 9.3 Purpose.
9.3(1) Purpose. The purpose of the guidelines is to provide for the best interests of the children

by recognizing the duty of both parents to provide adequate support for their children in proportion to
their respective incomes. While the guidelines cannot take into account the specific facts of individual
cases, they will normally provide reasonable support.
9.3(2) Low-income adjustment. The basic support obligation amounts have been adjusted in the

shaded area of the schedule for low-income obligated (noncustodial) parents. The objective of the
adjustment is to strike a balance between adequately supporting the obligated parent’s children and
allowing the obligated parent to live at least at a subsistence level. The adjustment is based on
the following: (1) requiring a support order no matter how little the obligated parent’s income is,
(2) increasing the support amount for more children, (3) maintaining an incentive to work for the
obligated parent, and (4) gradually phasing out the adjustment with increased income.
a. In accordance with this objective, except as provided in (b), only the obligated parent’s adjusted

net income is used for incomes less than $1,101 in Area A of the shaded area of the schedule. When
the obligated parent’s adjusted net income is $1,101 or more but is in Area B of the shaded area of
the schedule, the guideline amount of support is the lesser of the support calculated using only the
obligated parent’s adjusted net income as compared to the support calculated using the combined
adjusted net incomes of both parents. The combined adjusted net incomes of both parents are used in
the remaining (nonshaded) Area C of the schedule.
b. In cases of joint (equally shared) physical care, the low-income adjustment is not applicable,

and the parents’ combined adjusted net incomes as shown in the shaded area of the schedule are used.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May 9,
2013, effective July 1, 2013; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022]

Rule 9.4 Guidelines — rebuttable presumption. In ordering child support, the court should
determine the amount of support specified by the guidelines. There shall be a rebuttable presumption
that the amount of child support which would result from the application of the guidelines prescribed
by the supreme court is the correct amount of child support to be awarded. That amount may be
adjusted upward or downward, however, if the court finds such adjustment necessary to provide for
the needs of the children or to do justice between the parties under the special circumstances of the
case. In determining the necessity of an adjustment, the custodial parent’s child care expenses under
rule 9.11A are to be considered. The appropriate amount of child support is zero if the noncustodial
parent’s only income is from Supplemental Security Income (SSI) paid pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 1381a.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009;
September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022]

Rule 9.5 Income.
9.5(1) Gross monthly income. In the guidelines, the term “gross monthly income” means

reasonably expected income from all sources.
a. Gross monthly income includes spousal support payments to be received by a party in the

pending matter and prior obligation spousal support payments actually received by a party pursuant
to court order. For spousal support payments taxable to the payee and deductible by the payor, the
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payments shall be added to or subtracted from gross monthly income prior to the computation of
federal and state income taxes. For spousal support payments not taxable to the payee or deductible
by the payor, the payments will be added or subtracted after the computation of federal and state
income taxes in arriving at net monthly income.
(1) If spousal support is to be paid in the pending matter, whether temporary or permanent, it will

be determined first and added to the payee’s income and deducted from the payor’s income before
child support is calculated.
(2) A payor of prior obligation spousal support will receive a reduction from income for spousal

support actually paid pursuant to court order.
(3) Reimbursement spousal support, whether being paid in a prior matter or to be paid in the

pending matter, may not be added to a payee’s income or deducted from a payor’s income.
b. Gross monthly income does not include public assistance payments, the earned income tax

credit, or child support payments a party receives.
c. Gross income from self-employment is self-employment gross income less reasonable business

expenses.
d. To determine gross income, the court may not impute income under rule 9.11 except:
(1) Pursuant to agreement of the parties, or
(2) Upon request of a party, and a written determination is made by the court under rule 9.11.
9.5(2) Net monthly income. In the guidelines the term “net monthly income”means gross monthly

income less deductions for the following:
a. Federal income tax (calculated pursuant to the guideline method).
b. State income tax (calculated pursuant to the guideline method).
c. Social Security and Medicare tax deductions, or for those employees who do not contribute to

Social Security, mandatory pension deductions not to exceed the current Social Security andMedicare
tax rate for employees.
d. Mandatory occupational license fees if paid by the individual personally, not by the employer,

and if not previously deducted as a business expense on the individual’s tax return in arriving at the
individual’s self-employment or other business income.
e. Union dues.
f. Health insurance premium costs for other children not in the pending matter when coverage

is provided pursuant to court or administrative order or for children who are qualified additional
dependents under rule 9.7. For purposes of this deduction, the premium cost for other children
is one-half of the amount calculated for those other children utilizing the method specified in rule
9.14(5)(b).
g. Cash medical support ordered in this pending matter as determined by the medical support table

in rule 9.12.
h. Cash medical support and prior obligation of child support actually paid pursuant to court or

administrative order for other children not in the pending matter.
i. Qualified additional dependent deductions.
j. Actual child care expenses, as defined in rule 9.11A. However, this deduction is not allowed

when a variance is granted under rule 9.11A.
Other items, such as credit union payments, charitable deductions, savings or thrift plans, and

voluntary pension plans, are not to be deducted from a parent’s income, since the needs of the children
must have a higher priority than voluntary savings or payment of indebtedness.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; September 23, 2004, effective November 1,
2004; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May 9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013; July 20, 2017, effective
January 1, 2018; November 16, 2018, effective January 1, 2019; September 3, 2021, effective January 1,
2022; September 30, 2021, effective January 1, 2022]

Rule 9.6 Guideline method for computing taxes. For purposes of computing the taxes to be
deducted from a parent’s gross income, the following uniform rules shall be used:
9.6(1) An unmarried parent shall be assigned either single or head of household filing status. Head

of household filing status shall be assigned if a parent is the custodial parent of one or more of the
mutual children of the parents.
9.6(2) A married parent shall be assigned married filing separate status.
9.6(3) If the parents have joint (equally shared) physical care of their mutual children, an

unmarried parent shall be assigned head of household filing status and a married parent shall be
assigned married filing separate status.
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9.6(4) The standard deduction applicable to the parent’s filing status under rule 9.6(1), 9.6(2) or
9.6(3) shall be used.
9.6(5) Each parent shall be assigned one personal exemption for the parent. The custodial parent

shall be assigned one additional dependent exemption for each mutual child of the parents, unless a
parent provides information that the noncustodial parent has been allocated the dependent exemption
for such child. In cases of joint (equally shared) or split physical care, the dependent exemption(s)
for the mutual child(ren) of the parties shall be assigned according to the order or decree establishing
the joint or split care arrangement.
9.6(6) If a parent’s gross income under rule 9.5(1) is adjusted because of spousal support received

or paid by the parent, applicable federal and state tax law determines whether those spousal support
amounts are used to increase or decrease the parent’s taxable income for computing taxes under this
rule.
9.6(7) If the amount of federal or state income tax, or both, actually paid by a parent differs

substantially from the amount(s) determined by the guideline method of computing taxes, the court
may consider whether the difference is sufficient reason to adjust the child support under the criteria
in rule 9.11. This rule does not preclude alternate methods of computation by the Child Support
Recovery Unit as authorized by Iowa Code section 252B.7A.
[Court Order September 23, 2004, effective November 1, 2004; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May
9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013; November 16, 2018, effective January 1, 2019; September 3, 2021, effective
January 1, 2022]

Rule 9.7 Qualified additional dependent deduction. To establish a qualified additional dependent
deduction, the requesting parent must demonstrate a legal obligation to the child(ren) under Iowa
Code section 252A.3. Ways to demonstrate a legal obligation to the child(ren) include:
9.7(1) By order of a court of competent jurisdiction or by administrative order when authorized

by state law.
9.7(2) By the statement of the person admitting paternity in court and upon concurrence of the

mother. If the mother was married, at the time of conception, birth, or at any time during the period
between conception and birth of the child, to an individual other than the person admitting paternity,
the individual to whom the mother was married at the time of conception, birth, or at any time during
the period between conception and birth, must deny paternity in order to establish the paternity of the
person admitting paternity upon the sole basis of the admission.
9.7(3) By the filing and registration by the state registrar of an affidavit of paternity executed on or

after July 1, 1993, as provided in Iowa Code section 252A.3A, provided that the mother of the child
was unmarried at the time of conception, birth, and at any time during the period between conception
and birth of the child, or if the mother was married at the time of conception, birth, or at any time
during the period between conception and birth of the child, a court of competent jurisdiction has
determined that the individual to whom the mother was married at the time is not the father of the
child.
9.7(4) By a child born during the marriage unless the paternity has been determined otherwise by

a court of competent jurisdiction.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; September 23, 2004, effective November 1,
2004; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May 9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013]

Rule 9.8 Deduction amount and use.
9.8(1) The monthly deduction for qualified additional dependents of a parent (custodial or

noncustodial) shall be:
a. 8% of the parent’s gross monthly income (to a maximum of $800 per month) for one (1) child.
b. 12% of the parent’s gross monthly income (to a maximum of $1200 per month) for two (2)

children.
c. 14% of the parent’s gross monthly income (to a maximum of $1400 per month) for three (3)

children.
d. 15% of the parent’s gross monthly income (to a maximum of $1500 per month) for four (4)

children.
e. 16% of the parent’s gross monthly income (to a maximum of $1600 per month) for five (5) or

more children.
9.8(2) The qualified additional dependent deduction can be used for the establishment of original

orders or in proceedings to modify an existing order. However, the deduction cannot be used to affect
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the threshold determination of eligibility for a downward modification of an existing order. After
the threshold determination has been met, the deduction shall be used in the determination of the
net monthly income. A deduction may be taken for a prior obligation for support actually paid (rule
9.5(8)) or a qualified additional dependent deduction (rule 9.5(9)) but both deductions cannot be used
for the same child. A qualified additional dependent deduction cannot be claimed for a child for
whom there is a prior court or administrative support order.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; September 23, 2004, effective November 1,
2004; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009]

Rule 9.9 Extraordinary visitation credit. If the noncustodial parent’s court-ordered visitation
exceeds 127 days per year, the noncustodial parent will receive a credit to the noncustodial parent’s
share of the basic support obligation in accordance with the following table:

Days Credit

128-147 15%
148-166 20%
167 or more but less than equally shared physical care 25%

For the purposes of this credit, “days” means overnights spent caring for the child(ren). Failure to
exercise court-ordered visitation may be a basis for modification. The extraordinary visitation credit
may not reduce support below $50 for one child, $75 for two children, or $100 for three or more
children.
[Court Order September 23, 2004, effective November 1, 2004; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May
9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022]

Rule 9.10 Child support guidelines worksheet. All parties must file a child support guidelines
worksheet prior to a support hearing or the establishment of a support order. The partiesmust use Form
1 accompanying these rules, unless both parties agree to use Form 2. The Child Support Recovery
Unit (CSRU) must use Form 2. The parties may supplement any other required financial statements
by filing Form 3.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; September 23, 2004, effective November 1,
2004; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022]

Rule 9.11 Variance from guidelines. The court shall not vary from the amount of child support that
would result from application of the guidelines without a written finding that the guidelines would be
unjust or inappropriate as determined under the following criteria:
9.11(1) Substantial injustice would result to the payor, payee, or child(ren).
9.11(2) Adjustments are necessary to provide for the needs of the child(ren) or to do justice

between the parties, payor, or payee under the special circumstances of the case.
9.11(3) Circumstances contemplated in Iowa Code section 234.39.
9.11(4) The court may impute income in appropriate cases subject to the requirements of rule 9.5.

If the court finds that a parent is voluntarily unemployed or underemployed without just cause, child
support may be calculated based on a determination of earning capacity.
a. Incarceration is not voluntary unemployment for purposes of establishing or modifying child

support.
b. A determination of earning capacity must take into consideration the specific circumstances

of the parent to the extent known, and may include such factors as employment potential and
probable earnings level based on work and training history, occupational qualifications, prevailing
job opportunities, availability of employers willing to hire the parent, and earning levels in the
community.
c. The court may also consider the parent’s assets, residence, educational attainment, literacy, age,

health, criminal record and other employment barriers, record of seeking work, and other relevant
factors.
d. The court may not use earning capacity instead of actual earnings or otherwise impute income

unless a written determination is made that, if actual earnings were used, substantial injustice would
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occur or adjustments would be necessary to provide for the needs of the child(ren) or to do justice
between the parties.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; September 23, 2004, effective November 1,
2004; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May 9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013; July 20, 2017, effective
January 1, 2018; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022]

Rule 9.11A Variance for child care expenses. Because the cost of child care is not included in the
economic data used to establish the support amounts in the Schedule of Basic Support Obligations,
the custodial parent’s child care expenses constitute grounds for requesting an upward variance from
the amount of child support that would result from application of the guidelines. If a party requests a
variance under this rule, the court must first determine the amount of the custodial parent’s child care
expenses and then determine the amount of the variance, if any. A variance for child care expenses
should be liberally granted and must be supported by written findings in accordance with rule 9.11.
9.11A(1) “Child care expenses” means actual, annualized child care expenses the custodial parent

pays for the child(ren) in the pending matter that are reasonably necessary to enable the parent to
be employed, attend education or training activities, or conduct a job search, less any third party
reimbursements and any anticipated child care tax credits.
9.11A(2) There is a rebuttable presumption that there will be no variance for child care expenses

attributable to a child who has reached the age of 13 years old.
9.11A(3) In determining the amount of the variance, the court may consider each parent’s

proportional share of income. The amount of the child care expense variance allowed should not
exceed the noncustodial parent’s proportional share of income. The support order must specify
the amount of the basic support obligation calculated before the child care expense variance, the
amount of the child care expense variance allowed, the combined amount of the basic support
obligation and the child care expense variance, and when the child care expense variance will end.
Absent compelling circumstances, the child care expense variance should not extend beyond the
time when there are no longer any children under the age of 13 who are subject to the support order.
When a child care expense variance ends pursuant to the terms of the support order, support will
automatically adjust to the amount of the basic support obligation without a child care expense
variance.
9.11A(4) When considering a variance, child care expenses are to be considered independent of

any amount computed by use of the guidelines or any other grounds for variance.
9.11A(5) When a variance is ordered pursuant to rule 9.11A, no deduction for child care expenses

under rule 9.5(2)(j) will be allowed in calculating either party’s net monthly income to determine the
amount of the basic support obligation.
9.11A(6) A change in the amount of child care expenses incurred by the custodial parent is a factor

to be considered in determining whether a substantial change in circumstances exists to modify a
support order that includes a variance under rule 9.11A.
9.11A(7) Rule 9.11A does not apply to:
a. Court-ordered joint (equally shared) physical care arrangements, as those child care expenses

are to be allocated under rule 9.14(3).
b. Cases where the noncustodial parent’s adjusted net monthly income is in the low-income Area

A of the schedule in rule 9.26.
[Court Order July 20, 2017, effective January 1, 2018; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022]

Rule 9.12 Medical support order.
9.12(1) The court shall enter an order for medical support as required by statute. For purposes of

Iowa Code section 252E.1A, the table contained in rule 9.12(4) is established for use by the courts of
this state in determining reasonable cost for a health benefit plan and a reasonable amount in lieu of a
health benefit plan (cash medical support). The sum certain dollar amount determined shall be stated
in the order, as an amount in addition to the child support amount.
9.12(2) Refer to the table in rule 9.12(4) to determine if the parent has health insurance available

at “reasonable cost.” Find the appropriate cell for the parent’s net income (as determined by the
guidelines) and for the correct number of children. Multiply the parent’s gross income by the
percentage in that cell. If the amount is equal to or more than the cost of the child(ren)’s portion of
the health insurance premium (family cost minus single cost), it is available at “reasonable cost.” For
minimum orders in low-income Area A (NCPs with net incomes 0 – 1100), cash medical support is
not ordered.
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9.12(3) If neither parent has health insurance available at “reasonable cost,” if appropriate
according to Iowa Code section 252E.1A, the court shall order cash medical support. Refer to the
table in rule 9.12(4) to determine the amount of cash medical support. Find the appropriate cell for
the parent’s preliminary net income (gross income minus all appropriate deductions other than cash
medical support in the pending matter) and for the correct number of children. Multiply the parent’s
gross income by the percentage in that cell to get the cash medical support amount. For minimum
orders in low-income Area A (NCPs with net incomes 0 – 1100), cash medical support is not
ordered. Cash medical support is also not ordered if a parent is ordered to provide health insurance
and that parent or stepparent of the child(ren) has obtained insurance coverage for the child(ren). If
the child(ren)’s health care coverage is through the Healthy and Well Kids in Iowa program (hawk-i)
under Iowa Code chapter 514I, the ordered amount of cash medical support is the cost of the hawk-i
premium or the amount calculated pursuant to the table in rule 9.12(4), whichever is less.
Use the adjusted net income (preliminary net income minus the amount of cash medical support in

the pending matter) for the correct number of children on the Schedule of Basic Support Obligations
to find the appropriate amount of child support. Once the adjusted net income has been determined,
do not allow another deduction for cash medical support.
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9.12(4) Medical Support Table.
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9.12(5) “Uncovered medical expenses” means all medical expenses for the child(ren) not paid
by insurance. In cases of joint physical care, the parents will share all uncovered medical expenses
in proportion to the parents’ respective net incomes. In all other cases, including split or divided
physical care, the custodial parent will pay the first $250 per calendar year per child of uncovered
medical expenses up to a maximum of $800 per calendar year for all children. The parents will pay
in proportion to their respective net incomes uncovered medical expenses in excess of $250 per child
or a maximum of $800 per calendar year for all children. “Medical expenses” shall include, but not
be limited to, costs for reasonably necessary medical, orthodontia, dental treatment, physical therapy,
eye care (including eye glasses or contact lenses), mental health treatment, substance abuse treatment,
prescription drugs, and any other uncovered medical expense. Uncovered medical expenses are not
to be deducted in arriving at net income.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; September 23, 2004, effective November 1,
2004; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May 9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013; July 20, 2017, effective
January 1, 2018; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022; December 29, 2021, effective January 1,
2022]

Rule 9.13 Stipulation for child and medical support — court review. A stipulation of the
parties establishing child support and medical support shall be reviewed by the court to determine
if the amount stipulated and the medical support provisions are in substantial compliance with
the guidelines. A proposed order to incorporate the stipulation shall be reviewed by the court to
determine its compliance with these guidelines. If a variance from the guidelines is proposed, the
court must determine whether it is justified and appropriate, and, if so, include the stated reasons for
the variance in the order.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; September 23, 2004, effective November 1,
2004]

Rule 9.14 Method of computation. To compute the guideline amount of child support, first
compute the adjusted net monthly income, then proceed to either the Basic Method of Child Support
Computation grid or the Joint (Equally Shared) Physical Care Method of Child Support Computation
grid, as appropriate. For split or divided physical care, refer to rule 9.14(4). The following grids
illustrate how the worksheets are to be completed.
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9.14(1) The steps to arrive at the adjusted net monthly income are shown below in the adjusted
net monthly income computation grid.
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9.14(2) The steps of a basic child support computation are shown below in the Basic Method of
Child Support Computation grid.
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9.14(3) Joint physical care. In cases of court-ordered joint (equally shared) physical care, child
support shall be calculated as shown below in the Joint (Equally Shared) Physical Care Method of
Child Support Computation grid. Offset is a method of payment of each parent’s guideline amount of
child support and the net difference shall be paid by the party with the higher child support obligation
unless variance is warranted under rule 9.11. An allocation between the parties for payment of the
child(ren)’s expenses ordered pursuant to Iowa Code section 598.41(5)(a) is an obligation in addition
to the child support amount calculated pursuant to this rule and is not child support.
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9.14(4) Split or divided physical care. In the cases of court-ordered split or divided physical care,
child support shall be calculated in the following manner: determine the amount of child support
required by these guidelines for each party based on the number of children in the physical care of
the other party; offset the two amounts as a method of payment; and the net difference shall be paid
by the party with the higher child support obligation unless variance is warranted under rule 9.11.
9.14(5) Health insurance premium. In calculating child support, the allowable child(ren)’s

portion of the health insurance premium is prorated between the parents and used to adjust the basic
support obligation as provided in this rule.
a. This subrule applies if the parent is ordered to provide health insurance for the child(ren) in the

pending action and it is either deducted from wages of the parent or stepparent or paid by the parent
or stepparent.
b. The allowable child(ren)’s portion of the health insurance premium will be calculated as

follows:
(1) For a health benefit plan covering multiple individuals, including the child(ren) in the pending

action, the allowable child(ren)’s portion is the amount of the premium cost for such coverage to the
parent or stepparent that is in excess of the premium cost for single coverage, divided by the number
of individuals enrolled in the health benefit plan, excluding the person providing the insurance, and
then multiplied by the number of children who are the subject of the pending action.
(2) For a health benefit plan covering only the child(ren) in the pending action, the entire premium

will be used as the allowable child(ren)’s portion of the health insurance premium.
c. However, a health insurance premium is not prorated and used to adjust the basic support

obligation if the basic support obligation is in low-income (shaded) Area A of the schedule in rule
9.26 unless variance is warranted under rule 9.11.
d. If the child(ren) is (are) covered by the health insurance of a stepparent, the allowable

child(ren)’s portion of the health insurance premium will be prorated between the parents and used
to adjust the basic support obligation unless a parent objects. If a parent objects, the court will decide
the issue based on its determination of whether it would be equitable to the parties and the child(ren).
9.14(6) Step-down provisions. For cases with multiple children, the support order shall include

a step-down provision to automatically adjust the child support amount as the number of children
entitled to support changes, unless subsequently modified by the court.
[Court Order September 23, 2004, effective November 1, 2004; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May 9,
2013, effective July 1, 2013; July 20, 2017, effective January 1, 2018; November 16, 2018, effective January
1, 2019; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022]

Rules 9.15 to 9.25 Reserved.
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Rule 9.26 Child Support Guidelines Schedule.
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[Court Order March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May 9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013; September 3, 2021,
effective January 1, 2022]
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Rule 9.27 Child Support Guidelines Worksheets.
Rule 9.27 — Form 1: Child Support Guidelines Worksheet.
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[Report November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; September 23, 2004, effective November 1, 2004;
March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May 9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013; July 20, 2017, effective January
1, 2018; November 16, 2018, effective January 1, 2019; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022]
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Rule 9.27 — Form 2: Child Support Guidelines Worksheet.
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[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; September 23, 2004, effective November 1,
2004; March 9, 2009, effective July 1, 2009; May 9, 2013, effective July 1, 2013; July 20, 2017, effective
January 1, 2018; September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022]
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Rule 9.27 — Form 3: Child Support Guidelines Financial Information Statement.
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[Court Order September 3, 2021, effective January 1, 2022]
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CHAPTER 25
RULES FOR EXPANDED NEWS MEDIA COVERAGE

Rule 25.1 Definitions. As used in this chapter:
25.1(1) “Expanded news media coverage” includes broadcasting, recording, photographing, and

live electronic reporting of judicial proceedings by the news media for gathering and disseminating
news in any medium. Expanded news media coverage is limited to the news media unless otherwise
ordered by the judicial officer.
25.1(2) “Good cause” for purposes of exclusion under this chapter means that coverage will have

a substantial effect upon the objector that would be qualitatively different from the effect on members
of the public in general.
25.1(3) “Judicial officer”means themagistrate, district associate judge, or district judge presiding

in a trial court proceeding, or the presiding judge or justice in an appellate proceeding.
25.1(4) “Judicial proceedings” or “proceedings” includes all public trials, hearings, or other

proceedings in a trial or appellate court, including those occurring in person or remotely by video
or teleconference, for which expanded news media coverage is requested, except those specifically
excluded by this chapter.
25.1(5) “News media” includes any person who regularly gathers, prepares, photographs, records,

writes, edits, reports, or publishes news or information about matters of public interest in any medium
and who successfully applies to the news media coordinator to participate in expanded news media
coverage and agrees to comply with all court rules.
25.1(6) “News media coordinator” includes news media coordinating councils as well as the

designees of such coordinators or councils.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; April 2, 2014, effective May 1, 2014; January
14, 2022]

Rule 25.2 General. Expanded news media coverage of judicial proceedings will be permitted under
the following conditions:
25.2(1) Prior authorization. No expanded news media coverage shall occur without prior express

authorization from the judicial officer, who may prescribe conditions of coverage as provided in this
chapter.
25.2(2) Rights to a fair trial. Expanded news media coverage of a proceeding is permitted, unless

the judicial officer concludes, for reasons stated on the record, that under the circumstances of the
particular proceeding, such coverage would materially interfere with the rights of the parties to a fair
trial.
25.2(3) Coverage of witnesses.
a. Expanded news media coverage of a witness may be refused by the judicial officer upon

objection and showing of good cause by the witness.
b. In prosecutions for sexual abuse, or for charges in which sexual abuse is an included offense

or an essential element of the charge, no expanded news media coverage of the testimony of a victim
witness is permitted unless such victim witness consents.
c. Objection by a victim or witness in any other forcible felony prosecution, and by police

informants, undercover agents, and relocated witnesses, shall enjoy a rebuttable presumption of
validity. The presumption is rebutted by a showing that expanded news media coverage will not
have a substantial effect upon the particular individual objecting to such coverage that would be
qualitatively different from the effect on members of the public in general.
25.2(4) Initial appearances in criminal proceedings.
a. Oral or written requests for expanded news media coverage of initial appearances in criminal

proceedings must be made to the judicial officer presiding over the proceeding. Such expanded
news media coverage, if authorized by the judicial officer, is subject to objection by the prosecutor,
defendant, or defendant’s attorney.
b. The defendant shall be advised by the judicial officer of the defendant’s right to orally object to

expanded newsmedia coverage prior to the commencement of the proceeding, and any such objection
will be heard and determined by the judicial officer prior to the commencement of the proceeding.
The judicial officer may rule on the basis of the oral objection alone.
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c. A judicial officer’s authorization of expanded news media coverage of an initial appearance
applies only to the particular initial appearance. Authorization for expanded news media coverage of
proceedings subsequent to the initial appearance must be requested separately under rule 25.3(2)(b).
25.2(5) Private court proceedings. Expanded news media coverage is prohibited for any court

proceeding which, under Iowa law, is required to be held in private. Coverage is prohibited in any
juvenile, dissolution, adoption, child custody, or trade secret cases unless consent on the record is
obtained from all parties, including a parent or guardian of a minor child.
25.2(6) Jury selection. Expanded news media coverage of jury selection is prohibited. Expanded

news media coverage of the return of the jury’s verdict shall be permitted. In all other circumstances,
however, expanded news media coverage of jurors is prohibited except to the extent it is unavoidable
in the coverage of other trial participants or courtroom proceedings. The policy of the rules in this
chapter is to prevent unnecessary or prolonged photographic or video coverage of individual jurors.
25.2(7) Court conferences. There shall be no audio pickup or broadcast of conferences in a

court proceeding between attorneys and their clients, between co-attorneys, between attorneys and
the judicial officer held at the bench or in chambers, or between judicial officers in an appellate
proceeding.
25.2(8) Equipment. The quantity and types of equipment permitted in the courtroom are subject

to the discretion of the judicial officer within the guidelines set out in this chapter.
25.2(9) Variance application. Notwithstanding the provisions of any of the procedural or

technical rules in this chapter, the judicial officer, upon application of the news media coordinator,
may permit the use of equipment or techniques at variance with the rules, provided the application
for variance is included in the advance notice of coverage provided for in rule 25.3(2). Objections,
if any, shall be made as provided in rule 25.3(3). Ruling upon such a variance application is in the
sole discretion of the judicial officer, who may allow such variances without advance application or
notice if all attorneys and parties consent to the variance.
25.2(10) Limiting coverage during proceeding. The judicial officer may, as to any or all

news media participants, limit or terminate expanded news media coverage at any time during
the proceedings in the event the judicial officer finds that rules established under this chapter, or
additional rules imposed by the judicial officer, have been violated or that substantial rights of
individual participants or rights to a fair trial will be prejudiced by such manner of expanded news
media coverage if it is allowed to continue.
25.2(11) Limited to news media. The privileges of expanded news media coverage provided for

in these rules may be exercised only by persons or organizations that are part of the news media.
25.2(12) Identification. All news media personnel authorized to conduct expanded news media

coverage during judicial proceedings must clearly identify the person’s name and media affiliation
at all times during the proceeding, and physical identification must be worn for all in-person
proceedings.
25.2(13) Ceremonial proceedings. A judicial officer may authorize expanded news media

coverage of investitive or ceremonial proceedings at variance with the procedural and technical rules
of this chapter as the judicial officer sees fit.
25.2(14) Broadcasting or livestreaming by judicial officers. Judicial officers may broadcast or

livestream a judicial proceeding to alternative locations outside the courtroom to accommodate
overflow crowds or for other purposes at the presiding judge’s discretion. Unless otherwise provided,
the rules in this chapter apply equally to any judicial proceeding being broadcast or livestreamed
pursuant to this rule.
[Amended by Court Order September 26, 1984, effective October 10, 1984; November 9, 2001, effective
February 15, 2002; April 2, 2014, effective May 1, 2014; January 14, 2022]

Rule 25.3 Procedural.
25.3(1) News media coordinator and coordinating councils. News media coordinators will be

appointed by the supreme court from a list of nominees provided by a representative of the news
media whom the supreme court designates. The judicial officer and all interested members of the
news media will work, whenever possible, with and through the appropriate news media coordinator
regarding all arrangements for expanded news media coverage. The supreme court will designate
the jurisdiction of each news media coordinator. In the event a news media coordinator has not been
nominated or is not available for a particular proceeding, the judicial officer may deny expanded news
media coverage or may appoint an individual from among local working representatives of the news
media to serve as the coordinator for the proceeding.
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25.3(2) Advance notice of coverage.
a. All requests for expanded news media coverage in all proceedings, except initial appearances

in criminal cases, shall be made to the news media coordinator. The news media coordinator, in turn,
shall inform the attorneys for all parties and the judicial officer at least seven days in advance of the
time the proceeding is scheduled to begin, but these times may be extended or reduced by court order.
When the proceeding is not scheduled at least seven days in advance, the news media coordinator
or news media coordinating council must give notice of the request as soon as practicable after the
proceeding is scheduled.
b. Notice must be filed electronically or by paper copy with the appropriate clerk of court. A

copy of the notice shall be sent electronically, delivered by ordinary mail, or delivered in person to
the last known contact of all attorneys of record, parties appearing without attorney representation,
the appropriate court administrator, and the judicial officer expected to preside at the proceeding for
which expanded news media coverage is requested.
c. Only one request for expanded newsmedia coverage is required for all district court proceedings

in the same case or trial, except that initial appearances in criminal cases require a separate request
pursuant to rule 25.2(4).
d. A separate request for expanded news media coverage must be made for Iowa Supreme Court

and Iowa Court of Appeals oral arguments, pursuant to rule 25.5.
e. Form 1 in rule 25.10 is the notice form for the news media coordinator to use to inform the

attorneys for all parties and the judicial officer of a request for expanded news media coverage of the
proceeding.
25.3(3) Objections.
a. A party to any proceeding, except an initial appearance in a criminal case, objecting to

expanded news media coverage under rule 25.2(2) must file a written objection, stating the grounds
for objection, at least three days before commencement of the proceeding.
b. All witnesses must be advised by the attorney proposing to introduce their testimony of their

right to object to expanded news media coverage, and all objections by witnesses under rule 25.2(3)
must be filed prior to commencement of the proceeding.
c. Witnesses shall be entitled to the assistance of the clerk of court in providing copies of this

objection to all attorneys of record, parties appearing without attorney representation, the news media
coordinator for the judicial district, the district court administrator for the judicial district, and the
judicial officer expected to preside in the proceeding.
d. All objections shall be heard and determined by the judicial officer prior to the commencement

of the proceedings. The judicial officer may rule on the basis of the written objection alone.
e. The objecting party or witness, and all other parties, may be afforded an opportunity to present

additional evidence by affidavit or by such other means as the judicial officer directs. The judicial
officer in absolute discretion may permit presentation of such evidence by the newsmedia coordinator
in the same manner.
f. Time for filing of objections may be extended or reduced in the discretion of the judicial officer,

who also, in appropriate circumstances, may extend the right of objection to persons not specifically
provided for in this chapter.
g. Form 2 in rule 25.10 is the form for parties and Form 3 is the form for witnesses to use to object

to expanded news media coverage of the proceeding.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; May 27, 2010; April 2, 2014, effective May 1,
2014; April 29, 2014, effective May 1, 2014; July 22, 2016]

Rule 25.4 Technical.
25.4(1) Equipment specifications. Equipment used by the news media in courtrooms during

judicial proceedings must be unobtrusive and must not produce distracting sound. In addition, such
equipment must satisfy the following criteria, where applicable:
a. Still cameras. Still cameras and lenses must be unobtrusive and not cause distracting light or

sound.
b. Television cameras and related equipment. Television cameras, together with any related

equipment to be located in the courtroom, must be unobtrusive in both size and appearance, without
distracting sound or light. Television cameras are to be designed or modified so that participants in
the judicial proceedings are unable to determine when recording is occurring.
c. Audio equipment. Microphones, wiring, and audio recording equipment must be unobtrusive

and of adequate technical quality to prevent interference with the judicial proceeding being covered.
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The judicial officer must approve any changes in existing audio systems. Nomodifications of existing
systems shall be made at public expense. Microphones for attorneys and judicial officers to use must
be equipped with off/on switches to facilitate compliance with rule 25.2(7).
d. Electronic devices. All electronic devices used for recording audio, video, or still images

must adhere to rule 25.4(3)(a). All other electronic devices not used for recording audio, video, or
still images must be unobtrusive and not cause distracting light or sound, and are not subject to the
limitations of rule 25.4(3)(a). Electronic devices include, but are not limited to, laptop computers,
cellular telephones, personal digital assistants, smart phones, and tablet computers.
e. Advance approval. It is the duty of news media personnel to demonstrate to the judicial officer

reasonably in advance of the proceeding that the equipment sought to be utilized meets the criteria
set forth in this rule. Failure to obtain advance judicial approval for equipment may preclude its use
in the proceeding. All news media equipment and personnel must be in place at least fifteen minutes
prior to the scheduled time of commencement of the proceeding.
25.4(2) Lighting. Other than light sources already existing in the courtroom, no flashbulbs or

other artificial light device of any kind shall be employed in the courtroom. With authorization from
the judicial officer modifications may be made in light sources existing in the courtroom (e.g., higher
wattage lightbulbs), provided suchmodifications are installed andmaintained without public expense.
25.4(3) Equipment and pooling. The following limitations on the amount of equipment and

number of photographic and broadcast news media personnel in the courtroom apply:
a. Video recording, audio recording, and still photography. Not more than five total members of

the news media using still cameras, television cameras, audio recorders, and electronic devices, or
any combination of the four, to photograph, video, or record audio are permitted in the courtroom
during a judicial proceeding. Each still photographer may use two camera bodies each with a fixed
lens or one camera body and two lenses. Where possible, all recording and broadcasting equipment
that is not a component part of a camera or an electronic device and any operating personnel shall be
located outside of the courtroom. Audio pickup for broadcast coverage must be accomplished from
any existing audio system present in the courtroom if such pickup would be technically suitable for
broadcast.
b. Electronic devices not used for recording audio, video, or still images. The devices defined

in rule 25.4(1)(d) may be used in the courtroom by members of the news media for live electronic
reporting with advance approval from the judicial officer, provided the equipment does not make
any disruptive noise or interfere with court equipment. Electronic devices may not be used for
telephone calls by anyone in the courtroom. Electronic devices for photography, video recording,
audio recording, or streaming video may not be used by anyone in the courtroom unless approved
by the judicial officer in advance of the proceeding as defined in rule 25.4(3)(a). The rule applies to
news media only as defined in rule 25.1. Use of electronic devices for purposes other than expanded
news media coverage is at the discretion of the court.
c. Pooling. Where the above limitations on equipment and personnel make it necessary, the

news media shall be required to pool equipment and personnel. Pooling arrangements are the sole
responsibility of the news media coordinator, and the judicial officer will not mediate any dispute as
to the appropriate news media representatives authorized to cover a particular judicial proceeding.
Representatives of news media are responsible for contributing to electronic pool coverage of
judicial proceedings when necessary. If a news organization is incapable of contributing to pool
coverage, the news media coordinator may allow the news organization to share the pool coverage
or may restrict the news organization’s coverage.
25.4(4) Location of equipment and personnel. Equipment and operating personnel, including

news media using electronic devices to transmit and receive data communication, must be located in,
and coverage of the proceedings must take place from, an area or areas the judicial officer designates
within the courtroom. The area or areas designated shall provide reasonable access to the proceeding
to be covered.
25.4(5) Movement during proceedings. Television cameras and audio equipment may be installed

in or removed from the courtroom only when the court is not in session. In addition, such equipment
shall at all times be operated from a fixed position. Newsmedia personnel are prohibited frommoving
about the courtroomwhile proceedings are in session and from engaging in anymovement that attracts
undue attention.
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25.4(6) Decorum. All news media personnel shall be properly attired and shall maintain proper
courtroom decorum at all times while covering a judicial proceeding.
[Court Order October 9, 1975; December 22, 1981 — received and published May 1982; July 19, 1989;
March 9, 1994, effective April 1, 1994; November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; April 2, 2014,
effective May 1, 2014; January 14, 2022]

Rule 25.5 Supreme court and court of appeals expanded news media coverage.
25.5(1) The rules in this chapter pertaining to expanded news media coverage apply to any

in-person news media coverage occurring within any space, room, or auditorium in which the
supreme court or court of appeals conducts oral arguments or other hearings.
25.5(2) The rules in this chapter pertaining to expanded news media coverage do not apply to

remote viewing of any appellate court oral argument or other hearing being livestreamed or broadcast.
25.5(3) The prohibitions in rule 25.2(5) on the types of cases subject to expanded news media

coverage do not apply to appellate court oral arguments or other hearings.
25.5(4) The rules in this chapter allowing objections to expanded news media coverage do not

apply to appellate court oral arguments or other hearings.
25.5(5) The news media coordinator for the appellate courts must file a written request for

expanded news media coverage of a supreme court or court of appeals oral argument or other
hearing with the clerk of the supreme court no later than the Friday immediately preceding the week
in which the oral argument or other hearing is to be held.
25.5(6) The news media coordinator for the appellate courts must use rule 25.10—Form 4: News

Media Coordinator’s Notice of Request for Expanded News Media Coverage of Appellate Court
Proceeding to inform the attorneys for all parties and the presiding justice or judge of a request for
expanded news media coverage of an oral argument or other hearing.
[Court Order February 17, 2006; April 9, 2009; April 2, 2014, effectiveMay 1, 2014; April 29, 2014, effective
May 1, 2014; July 22, 2016; January 14, 2022]

Rules 25.6 to 25.9 Reserved.
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Rule 25.10 Forms.
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[Court Order December 22, 1981— received and publishedMay 1982; April 16, 1992, effective July 1, 1992;
November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002; February 17, 2006; April 2, 2014, effective May 1, 2014;
April 29, 2014, effective May 1, 2014; July 22, 2016]
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[Court Order December 22, 1981— received and publishedMay 1982; November 9, 2001, effective February
15, 2002; February 17, 2006; April 2, 2014, effective May 1, 2014; April 29, 2014, effective May 1, 2014]
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[Court Order December 22, 1981 — received and published May 1982; July 19, 1989; November 9, 2001,
effective February 15, 2002; February 17, 2006; April 2, 2014, effective May 1, 2014; April 29, 2014,
effective May 1, 2014]
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[Court Order April 29, 2014, effective May 1, 2014; July 22, 2016]


